June 3, 2004

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

E1021

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DUANE
GERREN

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 3, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege
to rise today to pay tribute to Duane Gerren
and thank him for his outstanding commitment
to serving the people of Colorado as a Dolo-
res County Commissioner. As he celebrates
his retirement, let it be known that he leaves
behind a wonderful and strong legacy of dedi-
cation to the citizens of Dolores County and
the State of Colorado.

For the past four years, Duane has served
Dolores County as a county commissioner. He
also serves on the Dolores County Senior Ad-
visory Board where he represented Dolores
County to the 2002 Philanthropy Days for the
Southwest. This enabled the Dolores County
Senior Services to receive grants to help sus-
tain the senior program. Duane’s extensive
civic involvement also includes serving on the
Canyon of the Ancients Advisory Board, San
Juan Basin Area Agency on Aging, and Hous-
ing Solutions for the Southwest.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that County Commis-
sioner Duane Gerren has ceaselessly dedi-
cated his time and efforts to serving his county
and the people of Colorado as a County Com-
missioner for Dolores County. | am honored to
bring his hard work and commitment to the at-
tention of this body of Congress and this na-
tion today. Thank you for all your service
Duane, and | wish you all the best in your fu-
ture endeavors.

——————

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. CHARLES F. BASS

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. BASS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor Ser-
geant William John Tracy, Jr. of Webster, New
Hampshire. He bravely served the Army’s
Company B, 5-158th Aviation, supporting Op-
eration Enduring Freedom. Sgt. Tracy made
the ultimate sacrifice to protect his country and
aid the Afghani people when his Blackhawk
helicopter tragically crashed in Kuwait on Feb-
ruary 25, 2003.

| ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
Sergeant William John Tracy, Jr. and our
other service men and women who have cou-
rageously given their own lives in order to pro-
tect and defend the democracy we enjoy in
America and to extend the freedoms that
come with democracy to those who live in fear
and oppression worldwide.

INTRODUCTION OF THE VOCA-
TIONAL AND TECHNICAL EDU-
CATION FOR THE FUTURE ACT

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 3, 2004

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of this bill, which | am offering to ensure the
continued success of vocational and technical
education programs into the future. The bill,
the Vocational and Technical Education for the
Future Act, includes a number of positive re-
forms that will help strengthen vocational and
technical education programs and improve op-
portunities for students.

Vocational and technical education, author-
ized under the Carl D. Perkins Vocational and
Technical Education Act and known as the
Perkins program, aims to prepare youth and
adults for the future by building their academic
and technical skills and ensuring they are
equipped to proceed with postsecondary edu-
cation or pursue other avenues. This program
represents one of the largest federal invest-
ments in our Nation’s high schools and is a
key component of our secondary and postsec-
ondary education systems.

According to the National Center for Edu-
cation Statistics, 66 percent of all public sec-
ondary schools have one or more vocational
and technical education programs with ap-
proximately 96 percent of high school students
taking at least one vocational and technical
course during their secondary studies. Voca-
tional and technical education is an important
postsecondary option as well. Over 2,600
postsecondary sub-baccalaureate institutions,
such as community colleges, technical insti-
tutes, skill centers, and other public and pri-
vate colleges, also offer vocational and tech-
nical education.

Reforms made to the Perkins Act in 1998
increased the focus on ensuring that partici-
pating students at both the secondary and
postsecondary levels acquired academic and
technical skills, as well as completed their re-
spective programs and transitioned into suc-
cessful employment or further education.
Some progress has been made as states
have created an initial performance account-
ability system and the focus on academic per-
formance among students participating in vo-
cational and technical education courses has
been strengthened.

Today, | am offering the Vocational and
Technical Education for the Future Act to build
on the 1998 reforms, and ensure vocational
and technical education continues to prepare
students for whatever they choose to pursue
upon graduation. Should a student choose to
proceed with postsecondary education, enter
the military, or pursue other opportunities, the
goal of the Perkins program must be to pre-
pare students with the right combination of
academic and technical skills so that they may
succeed in whatever path they choose.

The bill | am offering includes a number of
reforms designed to enhance achievement

and accountability, streamline programs so
that states may better utilize federal dollars,
and provide a model sequence of courses that
will enhance vocational and technical edu-
cation programs and partnerships.

The bill include important steps to increase
accountability, and emphasizes continued im-
provement in student achievement. The bill
establishes separate performance indicators
for secondary and postsecondary students,
improving on current law by recognizing the
need for distinct measures to be applied to dif-
fering students. The bill also requires states to
make continued and substantial improvement
in the academic and vocational and technical
achievement of students, and establishes in-
centive grants for states exceeding their own
high standards.

To increase accountability and achievement
at the local level, the bill requires local pro-
grams to establish local adjusted levels of per-
formance similar to current statewide perform-
ance level expectations. The Vocational and
Technical Education for the Future Act also
establishes local improvement plans and per-
mits states to apply sanctions for local recipi-
ents that, after receiving technical assistance,
fail to show improvement or continually do not
meet local adjusted levels of performance.

To better streamline and target federal fund-
ing, the bill combines funding for the TechPrep
and Perkins state grant programs into one
program funding stream, and incorporates the
activities of Tech-Prep into the basic grant
program. This consolidation will increase flexi-
bility for states, streamline funding, and ensure
current activities continue to exist while the
program as a whole is updated to meet the
challenges of the future.

The Vocational and Technical Education for
the Future Act includes an important new ele-
ment that will build upon efforts to coordinate
secondary and postsecondary vocational and
technical education. The bill requires states to
develop model sequences of courses for voca-
tional and technical programs to be used as
an option at the local level. These model se-
quences of courses will incorporate both sec-
ondary and postsecondary elements, include
rigorous and challenging academic and voca-
tional and technical content in a coordinated,
nonduplicative progression of courses, and
lead to a degree or credential.

Technology and economic competition are
combining in ways that are changing the na-
ture of work and are redefining the American
workplace. The need for higher literacy,
numeracy, communication, and interpersonal
skills in the workplace has grown over the
past decade and will continue to be an impor-
tant factor in the workplace in the future. The
skills needed to be successful in postsec-
ondary education are similar to the skills that
are required by employers. The need for a
strong academic and technical background
makes it imperative that the current vocational
and technical education system adapt in order
to provide the knowledge and skills needed to
succeed.

The bill | am offering today seeks to meet
the challenges of a changing economy and
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workplace by building upon the current suc-
cesses of vocational and technical education.
Our challenge is to ensure that all vocational
and technical education students have access
to programs that are sufficiently rigorous in
both their academic and technical content, as
well as provide clear connections with the
education and training beyond high school that
most Americans need for continued workplace
success. | believe this bill fulfills those high
standards, and | am pleased to be offering it
today.

———

H. CON. RES. 413

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 2, 2004

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of the resolution honoring the con-
tributions of the more than 6 million American
women, symbolized by “Rosie the Riveter”,
who served our country on the homefront dur-
ing World War Il and the changes to our soci-
ety that came about because of them. These
women stepped forward when our country
needed them to work as engineers and weld-
ers and riveters to produce the ships and
planes and tanks necessary for us to win the
war.

| recently visited a factory in Athens, New
York, that makes electric boats. They told me
that even in this town of less than 4000 peo-
ple, this boat factory was filled with women
workers during World War Il. The women fac-
tory workers made hundreds of thousands of
life rafts to support the troops serving at sea.
The whole country turned into a big factory to
support the war effort, and the women workers
were the force behind that factory.

The legacy of Rosie the Riveter is a broad-
ening of opportunities to all Americans. For
the first time in America, during World War I,
women and minorities gained access to high-
paying jobs in industry. Employee-sponsored
health care and services such as child care for
children of workers originated at this time. |
join my colleagues today in applauding the im-
provements in the workplace and our society
during the Rosie the Riveter Era and in hon-
oring these women for stepping forward when
their country needed them.

———

A TRIBUTE TO THE CITY OF SAN
DIEGO COMMUNITY AND ECO-
NOMIC DEVELOPMENT

HON. RANDY “DUKE” CUNNINGHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 3, 2004

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to the City of San Diego
Community and Economic Development. The
City of San Diego Community and Economic
Development is the winner of the Economic
Development Administration’s Excellence in
Economic Development Award for 2004 in the
category of Excellence in Urban or Suburban
Economic Development. San Diego Commu-
nity and Economic Development was given
this honor for the program of Business Fi-
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nance Section by a panel of economic devel-
opment experts. The city of San Diego and
the state of California should be extremely
proud of this achievement.

Helping businesses in San Diego grow and
flourish is a major focus of the City of San
Diego. The Community and Economic Devel-
opment Department is dedicated to helping
foster the region’s economic base to improve
the quality of life for its citizens and business
community. Through many continuing pro-
grams and projects, the City creates opportu-
nities for businesses to succeed. The Depart-
ment is a key component in attracting, retain-
ing and expanding businesses, creating jobs
and increasing investment in San Diego.

San Diego Community and Economic De-
velopment’s Business Finance Team works to
facilitate the flow of capital and other re-
sources to the underserved areas of the city.
Activities of the Business Development Team
include issuance of industrial development
bonds and direct loans. The Team also works
closely with the banking community and en-
courages banks to develop and commit to San
Diego-specific programs that provide ex-
panded credit and banking services access for
low-income communities and small and minor-
ity-owned businesses.

In 2002, 83 percent of the operating ex-
penses of the Business Finance Team came
from portfolio earnings and outside grants. Be-
ginning in 1993, the Economic Development
Administration has awarded three revolving
loan fund investments for economic develop-
ment in the city of San Diego. These invest-
ments were, in large part, possible due to the
excellent stewardship exhibited by the Com-
munity and Economic Development’s Business
Finance Team.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in recognizing the outstanding achieve-
ment of the City of San Diego’s Community
and Economic Development and applaud their
success in creating jobs and business growth
in the San Diego region.

THE BENEFITS OF BIOTECH FOODS
HON. DOUG BEREUTER

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 3, 2004

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member
commends to his colleagues the following edi-
torial from the May 20, 2004, Omaha World-
Herald. The editorial highlights the findings in
a recent report issued by the U.N. Food and
Agriculture Organization. As the U.N. report
noted, biotech foods have been found to be
safe and hold the potential to alleviate world
hunger and disease. Biotech crops have al-
ready provided improved crop yields and re-
duced the demand for chemicals. While rea-
sonable safeguards must remain in place, the
continued research and use of biotech foods
should be expanded. Those suffering from
hunger in developing countries should not be
deprived of the benefits of biotech foods sim-
ply due to irrational and unscientific fears.

[From the Omaha World-Herald]
BIOTECH’S BENEFITS

A United Nations food agency’s new report
offering a positive outlook on biotech foods
should spur more thoughtful research and
regulations on the world stage.
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The U.N. Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion’s report found that genetically modified
crops have been a help to the world’s small
farmers without posing any food safety
threats. In fact, the group said, the major
problem is that the technology hasn’t spread
fast enough or focused enough on the most
beneficial crops.

Basic food crops of the poor such as cas-
sava, potato, rice and wheat receive little at-
tention from scientists, the agency said. Bio-
technology holds promise for other impor-
tant applications, too, such as animal vac-
cines and breeding.

The recent U.N. report notes that sci-
entists are almost universally agreed that
GM crops currently on the market are safe
to eat. Even the European Union, where ac-
tivists have poisoned consumers with fears of
GM foods’ hazards, has bowed to science and
recently ended a moratorium on approving
new biotech crops. (Approval of new crops
will likely continue to be slow, however, and
consumer acceptance limited.)

The U.N. agency offers no blank check for
genetic engineering, however, nor should it.
Careful environmental scrutiny is needed for
each new crop, as the possibility of genes’
reaching wild populations exists. Keeping
medicinal crops, like those which erro-
neously reached an Aurora, Neb., co-op ele-
vator a few years ago, in proper channels
also must be considered.

But GM foods have brought real help al-
ready to the world’s poor farmers—more
money from improved crop yields, fewer dan-
gers through the reduced use of pesticides.
On the horizon is the promise of more nutri-
tious foods and crops that grow in water-
parched areas.

World efforts and research dollars should
be funneled into those areas.

At the very least, we hope the U.N. report
chokes off the fears that have left donated
foods rotting in ports while African popu-
lations starve.

———

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. MAC THORNBERRY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, on this
Memorial Day, let us remember Air Force
Captain Eric Das. He was a young man from
my district who loved our country, and who
lost his life fighting for its ideals in Iraq.

Captain Eric Das, 30, of Amarillo, Texas,
was an Air Force pilot for the 333rd Fighter
Squadron of the 4th Fighter Wing at North
Carolina’s Seymour Air Force Base. He was
pronounced killed in action on April 18, 2003.
Eric was on a bombing mission, flying an F—
15E Strike Eagle jet over Irag, when his plane
was shot down on April 6, 2003. Eric has
been awarded the Purple Heart, the Meri-
torious Service Award, and the Distinguished
Flying Cross. He has also been installed in the
Amarillo High School Hall of Fame. He will be
remembered for his strong, sure faith in God.

Eric leaves behind his wife, 1st Lieutenant
Nikki Das; parents, Bruce and Rosie Das of
Amarillo; two sisters, Melody Neumann and
Elisa Das, both of Amarillo; and his grand-
mother, Jessie Renne of Minnesota. Eric was
not only a soldier, but a friend to many, a
committed husband, and he will be remem-
bered for the lasting impact he had on those
who knew him.
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Those who wish for the liberty of all people
will forever owe a debt to Captain Das. This
young man from the Texas Panhandle be-
came a hero when he refused to be governed
by fear and sacrificed his life for us and our
safety.

Captain Eric Das has joined an unbroken
line of patriots who dared to die so that free-
dom might live and grow and increase its
blessings.

May God continue to bless our Nation with
such heroes.

———

RECOGNIZING GREG GROUNDS

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 3, 2004

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Greg Grounds, Mayor of Blue
Springs, Missouri from 1990 through April
2004 and former Alderman of Ward 1. Greg’s
community involvement has always been ex-
tensive whether it be in public office or in vol-
unteer work. In the past, he has served in
such capacities as the Mid-America Regional
Council Board of Directors, Chairman of the
Jackson County Suburban Mayors Associa-
tion, and worked with the National League of
Cities’ Finance, Administration and Intergov-
ernmental Relations Policy Committee. Greg is
also a past Co-Chair and Member of the East-
ern Jackson County Betterment Council and a
past President of the West Gate Division of
the Missouri Municipal League.

Greg’s efforts as Mayor and Alderman con-
tributed heavily to the development and suc-
cessful growth of Blue Springs over the past
fifteen years. Greg has helped lead many im-
portant projects such as the development of
the Adams Dairy Corridor that included the
construction of the Adams Pointe Golf Club
and the Adams Pointe Conference Center,
construction of several new parks and recre-
ation facilities for the community including Wil-
bur Young Park, the Hidden Valley Park
Sports Complex, and Vesper Hall, and resi-
dential and commercial development valued in
excess of $310 and $140 million respectively.
In addition, his leadership resulted in the addi-
tion of 980,000 square feet of new retail space
and the annexation of 2,000 acres in south
Blue Springs for which Greg helped to develop
a South Annexation Plan in preparation for its
future growth.

Greg is a fine asset to the city of Blue
Springs and the entire Sixth District of Mis-
souri. Through his rich career in community,
volunteer and public service, he is the epitome
of an ideal citizen. Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask
you to join me in commending the career, as
well as the future of Greg Grounds, who ex-
emplifies stellar qualities of dedication and
service to Northwest Missouri.
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CONDEMNING THE CRACKDOWN ON
DEMOCRACY PROTESTORS 1IN
TIANANMEN SQUARE, BEIJING,
IN THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA ON THE 15TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THAT TRAGIC MAS-
SACRE

SPEECH OF

HON. MARK E. SOUDER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 2, 2004

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, on 4 June
1989, communist Chinese tanks rumbled into
Tiananmen Square. Since that bleak day 15
years ago, when the communist hardliners
quashed liberty under the treads of a tank,
China has undergone many changes. Despite
the liberalization that appears to have taken
place, China remains dedicated to absolute
control by the communist government. No
where is this commitment more evident than in
a 421 square mile economic and political
haven called Hong Kong.

In 1997, the United Kingdom returned Hong
Kong to the People’s Republic of China. As
part of the agreement transferring sovereignty,
China pledged to keep Hong Kong’'s demo-
cratic and capitalist system in place for 50
years. Hong Kong's Basic Law, which is
based on an agreement between Great Britain
and the PRC, guarantees freedom of speech,
freedom of the press, freedom of association,
freedom of assembly, and freedom of religion.
Private property rights and protection from ar-
bitrary or unlawful arrest, detention or impris-
onment are also guaranteed. Residents of the
Hong Kong have the right to vote and the right
to stand for election.

The freedoms and liberties enshrined in the
Basic Law sound remarkably like the freedoms
and liberties that we enjoy in the United States
by virtue of the Constitution. The only dif-
ference is that no one in the United States is
actively working to destroy the Constitution.
Over the last few years, the honeymoon be-
tween Beijing and Hong Kong has ended. Bei-
jing has tightened its grip on the region, and
has begun to undermine the fundamental free-
doms promised under the Basic Law. Perhaps
not coincidentally, Hong Kong’s economy has
foundered in the last few years.

When the British left Hong Kong, the Com-
munist government reassured the world that
nothing would be done to undermine Hong
Kong. After all, it was argued, in their eager-
ness to show the world a new face, why would
China destroy one of the premier trading and
financial centers in the Orient. Why, indeed?

After 7 years, we see that the Communist
government has every intention of destroying
Hong Kong. Last year Beijing proposed a law
that would have restricted freedom of the
press and the ability of residents to criticize
the government. In response over 500,000 of
Hong Kong’s 6.8 million people demonstrated
against the PRO’s attempts to stifle democ-
racy. The Mainland government backed off—
but only temporarily. Hong Kong’s Chief Exec-
utive Tung Chee-hwa has promised to revisit
the issue.

In April, Beijing ruled out universal suffrage
for Hong Kong’s chief executive in 2007 and
the legislature in 2008. One mainland official
said direct elections might not be possible until
2050.
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In early May, Beijing warned legislators in
Hong Kong that they have no right to criticize
the government’s decision to rule out full de-
mocracy. Beijing also sent eight Chinese war-
ships—two submarines, four frigates and two
destroyers—through Hong Kong’'s Victoria
Harbor. Is this display of force a prelude to a
Tiananmen-style crackdown? This provocative
display of force certainly sends an ominous
warning to Hong Kong’'s democrats and the
rest of the world that the People’s Republic of
China will dictate policy in Hong Kong, and
that dissension will be dealt with in a resolute
manner.

All of the PRO’s actions lay bare Beijing’s
contempt for the rule of law. It is apparent that
the PRC wants to rule Hong Kong like the rest
of China—corruptly, inefficiently, heavy-
handedly. Hong Kong will not remain the vi-
brant capitalist center without freedom. Politics
and economics are inextricably tied to one an-
other.

China’s mishandling of Hong Kong sends an
unmistakable message to other observers
around the region. If China ever hopes to en-
tice Taiwan into the Chinese fold, their poli-
cies, vis-a-vis Hong Kong do not offer very re-
assuring prospects. | believe it is up to the
people of Taiwan to decide whether or not
they will be united with the Mainland; but Bei-
jing’s current attempts to choke democracy
and capitalism in Hong Kong certainly do not
make unification an attractive option for Tai-
wan.

Beijing’s current attitudes toward Hong Kong
show us the real meaning of One China, Two
Systems. As the Beijing’s true definition of this
policy becomes apparent, it is imperative that
we support Taiwan’s efforts to resist Beijing’s
hostile advances. It is also imperative that we
support democracy in Hong Kong before it is
too late.

———

RECOGNIZING DR. GLENDA
VITTIMBERGA

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 3, 2004

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
the life and legacy of Dr. Glenda Vittimberga,
a leader in the field of psychology who re-
cently passed away.

Dr. Vittimberga was a young and vibrant
scholar who dedicated her life to teaching and
enriching the minds of college students at
California State University, Los Angeles. Born
in Warwick, Rhode Island on June 29, 1967,
she earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in
Clinical Psychology from the University of
Rhode Island in 1988, earning Summa Cum
Laude honors. Shortly after, she received both
a Masters degree in 1991 and a Doctorate de-
gree in 1994 in Clinical Psychology from West
Virginia University.

In 1988, Dr. Vittimberga obtained a tenure-
track position at Cal State L.A., where she
proudly shared her expertise and taught clin-
ical psychology at the university’s psychology
department. Her position included teaching
courses in behavior theory, individual assess-
ment, counseling skills, intervention of severe
behavior problems, and supervising graduate
interns.

A licensed psychologist and active commu-
nity leader, she provided direct client services
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to families with children who suffered from se-
vere mental disabilities at the Kennedy Krieger
Institute in Baltimore, Maryland. In addition,
she served on the Board of the California As-
sociation of Behavior Analysts and also pro-
vided consulting to faculty and students of
local public schools.

Dr. Vittimberga’s life was cut short on Feb-
ruary 16, 2004. Her parents, Bruno and
Jacklyn Vittimberga, her two sisters Gwenn
and Gail, and her brother, Anthony survive
her.

She will always be remembered for her con-
tribution to the field of psychology, higher edu-
cation, and for brilliantly enriching the minds
and hearts of her students and colleagues.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JIM
BAUGHMAN

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 3, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to pay tribute to Jim
Baughman and thank him for his exceptional
contributions to his community and the State
of Colorado as a Mesa County Commissioner.
A two-term commissioner, Jim will always be
remembered as a dedicated public servant
and leader of his community. As Jim cele-
brates his retirement, let it be known that he
leaves behind a terrific legacy of commitment
to the people of Mesa County and the State
of Colorado.

A fifth generation Mesa County native, Jim
graduated from Grand Junction High School
and attended Mesa State College. He became
interested in politics when he attended a
Grand Junction City Council meeting, and re-
alized he could make a positive impact on his
community. In 1991, he was elected to the
City Council where he served until his election
as a Mesa County Commissioner in 1996.
During his tenure as a County Commissioner,
he also served on the Riverfront Commission,
the Museum Board, the Community Correc-
tions Board, the Grand Valley Air Quality
Board, and Associated Governments of North-
west Colorado. He was Chairman of the Board
of Mesa County Commissioners in 1998 and
2003.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to pay tribute to
Commissioner Jim Baughman before this body
of Congress and this nation, and to congratu-
late him on an outstanding career of public
service. His selfless dedication to his commu-
nity and the people of Colorado as a Mesa
County Commissioner is truly remarkable. |
wish him all the best in his future endeavors.
Thanks for your service.

——

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. CHARLES F. BASS

OF NEW HAMSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 20, 2004
Mr. BASS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor Ser-
geant 1st Class Robert Edward Rooney of

Nashua, New Hampshire. He bravely served
the U.S. Army National Guard’s 379th Engi-
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neer Company, supporting Operation Iraqi
Freedom. Sgt. Ferguson made the ultimate
sacrifice to protect his country and aid the
Iraqgi people when he died of injuries he sus-
tained in an accident at the Shuabai Port in
Kuwait on September 25, 2003.

| ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
Sergeant 1st Class Robert Edward Rooney
and our other service men and women who
have courageously given their own lives in
order to protect and defend the democracy we
enjoy in America and to extend the freedoms
that come with democracy to those who live in
fear and oppression worldwide.

———

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, as we approach
Memorial Day, | would like to rise in honor of
a courageous young soldier who died Sep-
tember 7, 2003, of injuries suffered August 30
when the truck he was driving in a supply con-
voy was hit by a civilian vehicle in Irag. United
States Army Specialist Jarrett B. Thompson,
was a member of the Lewes, Delaware-based
946th Transportation Company, and sadly was
our State’s first war casualty from a Reserve
or National Guard unit.

At only 27 years of age, Jarrett was a brave
young reservist who valiantly served his State
and Country. A Dover resident who grew up in
Millington, Maryland and played high school
football, Jarrett joined the Army in March of
1994. Following a 3-year tour of active duty at
Fort Campbell, Kentucky, he continued his
commitment to service as a member of the
Army Reserve. When he was called to active
duty in January 2003, Jarrett dutifully accepted
service in the Middle East, where his fellow re-
servists described him as an energetic, mis-
sion-oriented soldier.

In civilian life, Jarrett was a design engineer
for Ashland Equipment, Inc. A proud son and
devoted husband and father, Jarrett will be
deeply missed by his parents, Judy Coleman
Thompson and Allen B. Thompson, his wife
Kelly, and their sons Conner and Collin. At his
funeral in September, Jarrett received a 21—
gun salute and the Bronze Star Medal in
honor of his noble service to our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, it is my sincere privilege to
honor the life of a proud soldier and heroic
representative of the State of Delaware. Army
Specialist Jarrett B. Thompson was an honor-
able defender of liberty, and he deserves our
gratitude and respect.

————

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to the brave men and women
who have served our nation by paying the ulti-
mate sacrifice in defense of freedom and de-
mocracy.
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While we should honor all our nation’s vet-
erans both living and dead throughout the
year, on this particular Memorial Day, we pay
tribute to the nation’s World War Il veterans.
On May 29th, the World War Il memorial, a fit-
ting tribute to “the Greatest Generation,” will
be dedicated on the National Mall. Hundreds
of thousands of World War Il veterans and
their families will visit the memorial which is a
permanent reminder to us and to future gen-
erations that the sacrifices made by the sol-
diers who served overseas, their families, and
the Americans who were on the homefront,
saved the world from tyranny. From the
beaches of Normandy to the Battle of Midway
to the construction of the China-Burma-India
Road, these soldiers fought for a cause bigger
than themselves.

One of these heroes, Michel Thomas, re-
sides in my congressional district and recently
was awarded the Silver Star for his extraor-
dinary courage during World War IlI. |, along
with Senator John McCain (R-AZ), worked
with the Department of Defense on Mr. Thom-
as’s behalf so that he finally would receive the
honor he so justly deserves.

Michel Thomas was born in Poland to a
Jewish family with a thriving textile business.
In 1933, he fled Hitler's regime in Germany for
France. Thomas last saw his family in 1937.
He later learned they were all murdered at
Auschwitz.

During the war, he survived two years of
concentration and slave labor camps in Vichy
France and narrowly escaped deportation to
Auschwitz. He joined the Secret Army of the
French Resistance, where he was active for
two years as a commando leader. In 1943,
Thomas was caught by and escaped from
Klaus Barbie, the notorious Butcher of Lyon.
The next year Thomas served in Combat Intel-
ligence in the 180th Regiment of the U.S.
Army 45th Division, The Thunderbirds, and
was nominated for the Silver Star for his brav-
ery.

On April 29, 1945, Thomas, an agent in the
U.S. Army’s Counter Intelligence Corps (CIC),
arrived at Dachau concentration camp on the
day of liberation. Thomas interrogated and
photographed the crematorium workers. Two
days later Thomas captured the “Hangman of
Dachau,” Emil Mahl, who was subsequently
convicted of war crimes.

In early May 1945, Thomas tracked a con-
voy of trucks to a paper mill outside Munich,
where he rescued from destruction the Nazi
Party’s worldwide membership card file of over
ten million members. The Nazi leadership had
shipped the cards, along with tons of other im-
portant Third Reich government documents, to
be pulped in the final days of the war. These
documents became the heart of the collections
of the U.S.-run Berlin Document Center, and
were crucial in the Nuremberg war crimes
trials and in the denazification of Germany.

In 1946, Thomas helped to capture Gustav
Knittel, who was convicted of war crimes for
his role in the Malmedy massacre of American
POWs at the Battle of the Bulge. | am proud
to honor Michel Thomas for his heroism.

On Memorial Day, it is fitting that we honor
all the men and women of the Armed Forces
who have served their nation throughout his-
tory including those who are currently risking
their lives around the world, including in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. | have been to both coun-
tries twice and have visited with soldiers from
New York and across the country. | especially
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want to note the contributions of the 10th
Mountain Division from Fort Drum under Gen-
eral Austin’s leadership, and the 1st Battalion,
69th Infantry Division of the New York Army
National Guard, located in my district, who just
shipped out to Iraq on Monday. While they are
serving in Iraq, | will be fighting to pass legis-
lation to ensure that they receive full military
retirement credit for their days of service at
Ground Zero after the terrorist attacks of 9/11.

| am pleased to note that today we are
passing legislation to correct a longstanding
inequity in survivor benefits for the spouses of
our fallen veterans. The “National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2005” pro-
vides for a 5-year phase-in to eliminate the
Widow’s Tax. This unfair tax penalizes the
widows and widowers of military retirees by
reducing their Survivor Benefit Plan benefit
from 55 percent of the retiree’s pension to 35
percent once they reach age 62, normally the
same age she or he is eligible for Social Se-
curity. The Social Security benefit the sur-
viving spouse receives is often less than the
reduction in the benefit, which results in a net
loss of income. This legislation brings long
overdue relief to the surviving spouses.

| will continue to support the members of
Armed Forces in every way that | can. We
owe all of them a debt of gratitude which we
can never repay. They helped to make this
country what it is today, and they have
brought peace to other nations across the
globe.

| would like to thank my colleagues from
New York Representatives RANGEL and
WALSH for organizing today’s moment of si-
lence for America’s fallen soldiers.

———

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. MAC THORNBERRY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, on this
Memorial Day, let us remember Marine Lance
Corporal Aaron Austin. He was a young man
from my district who loved our country and
who lost his life fighting for its ideals in Iraq.

Lance Corporal Aaron Austin was a 21-year
old from Sunray, Texas. He was part of the
2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, and 1st
Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, California.
Aaron died April 26, 2004 near Fallujah on his
second tour of duty in Iraq.

His family and friends described him as a
warrior who was not afraid of anything. After
joining the Marines, Aaron quickly became a
leader of his machine gun team. He was the
product of a small town and enjoyed the out-
doors, sports and hanging out with his friends.

Survivors of Corporal Austin are parents,
Doug Austin of Amarillo and De’on Miller of
Lovington, New Mexico; two brothers, Eric
Austin of Amarillo and Mike Austin of Las
Vegas, Nevada; his maternal grandparents,
Harvey Grigsby and Virgie Thomas of
Lovington; his paternal grandmother, Juanita
Austin of Yorba Linda, California; and many
aunts and uncles. Aaron had planned to wed
his fiancée, Tiffany Frank of Phoenix, Arizona
on December 11, 2004. Aaron was loved by
many and will be remembered as a coura-
geous Marine.
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Those who wish for the liberty of all people
will forever owe a debt to Corporal Austin.
This young man from the Texas Panhandle
became a hero when he refused to be gov-
erned by fear and sacrificed his life for us and
our safety.

Lance Corporal Aaron Austin has joined an
unbroken line of patriots who dared to die so
that freedom might live and grow and increase
its blessings.

May God continue to bless our Nation with
such heroes.

———

HONORING THE CITY OF WARSAW
ON ITS SESQUICENTENNIAL

HON. MARK E. SOUDER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 3, 2004

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleas-
ure to rise today to congratulate the City of
Warsaw, Indiana, and its residents on the
city’s sesquicentennial anniversary.

When Mathew Springer built Warsaw’s first
permanent residence—a tamarack log cabin
on the edge of a swampy wilderness—in
1836, America was a young, vibrant nation,
expanding rapidly across the continent from its
eastern shores. Warsaw then was in the
crossroads of this westward movement, and
the region was rapidly populated by an in-
trepid collection of settlers much like Springer.
Among those who came to inhabit this west-
ern land were traders, trappers, merchants
and farmers, who put down roots and laid the
foundation for the thriving community we see
today.

Within two short decades of the construction
of Springer's cabin, Warsaw had become a
permanent community, a county seat worthy
of incorporation in its own right. The original
traders and merchants had constructed stores
to sell their wares, community associations
had formed, schools were constructed and a
local government was firmly in place. The ma-
jestic courthouse, built by the citizens of War-
saw during this time of exciting development,
still stands in the heart of the city as a symbol
of the longevity of the city and its institutions.

It is striking to imagine the extent to which
Warsaw’s 19th century commercial enterprises
have developed and informed the current eco-
nomic engines of the region. In 1895, for ex-
ample, Revra DePuy founded a small com-
pany to manufacture rather innocuous medical
equipment like wire mesh and wooden splints.
Today, firms such as Zimmer, Biomet, and
DePuy have made Kosciusko County the cen-
ter of the world’s orthopedic manufacturing in-
dustry.

When thinking of the history of Warsaw and
Kosciusko County, one cannot forget the nat-
ural splendor of the surrounding region, which
has served as an attraction for settlers and
visitors, alike, since the early 19th century. In
addition to the simple enjoyment that the local
community derives from them, Kosciusko’s
many lakes are a foremost recreational and
tourist center in the State of Indiana. Kos-
ciusko not only hosts visitors from across the
state, but, indeed, from across America be-
cause of the county’s beauty.

As Warsaw celebrates the 150th anniver-
sary of its incorporation, it is my sincere pleas-
ure to join in recognizing the valuable con-
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tributions that the City of Warsaw and Kos-
ciusko County have made to the region, the
State of Indiana and America itself.

——————

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL A. FELIX

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 3, 2004

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
Michael Felix, a leader in my district who has
dedicated his life to educating students of all
ages and improving the quality of life of mili-
tary veterans in El Monte, California.

Mr. Felix served his country proudly during
the Vietnam War and is a decorated army vet-
eran. Motivated and eager to realize his full
academic and professional potential, he en-
rolled in Citrus Junior College where he re-
ceived his Associate of Arts degree in 1970.
Immediately after, he enrolled in California
Polytechnic University, Pomona (Cal Poly) and
in 1973 Mr. Felix earned his Bachelor of
Science in Physical Education and Recreation
Administration.

Throughout his illustrious career, Mr. Felix
has been a devoted educator, counselor, and
leader for those in need. Whether in teaching
children in elementary school or adults English
as a Second Language and General Edu-
cation Development courses, his commitment
to education is admirable. Mr. Felix serves as
a Senior Counselor and Administrator for the
El Monte Union High School District, is an ac-
tive member of professional organizations
such as the California Teachers Association
and the California Council for Adult Education,
and is a member of my district's Congres-
sional Nomination Committee for Military
Academy Admissions.

Mr. Felix is a strong advocate for military
veterans. He is a role model and a leader for
countless veterans seeking federal and state
assistance and serves as the Chairperson and
Commissioner of the Veterans and Homeless
Affairs Commission of El Monte. Mr. Felix is
also a founding member of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 10218 of Greater EI Monte
and an active member of American Legion
Post 261.

Mr. Speaker, | salute Michael Felix for his
numerous years serving the people of El
Monte and my Congressional District, and |
wish him the best of luck in all his future en-
deavors.

———

A TRIBUTE TO INTERNATIONAL

SCIENCE COMPETITION FINAL-
ISTS KYLE PLUM, COURTNEY
DUNAR AND OLIVIA LITSEY

HON. RANDY “DUKE” CUNNINGHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 3, 2004

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to three special students
from my district. Kyle Plum, Courtney Dunar
and Olivia Litsey have been recognized for
their outstanding achievement in science and
are finalists in the International Science Com-
petition, sponsored by Toshiba and the Na-
tional Science Teachers Association. Mr.
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Plum, Ms. Dunbar, and Ms. Litsey have trav-
eled to Washington, D.C. with their families to
be honored at the ExploraVision awards gala
next week. ExploraVision is the largest inter-
national science competition in the world with
thousands of projects, and over 14,000 stu-
dents participating this year.

These three bright young students each will
be presented with a $5,000 U.S. Savings bond
for their outstanding work on their school
science project entitled “The Sleep Doctor”.
ExploraVision asked students in its competi-
tion to envision technology that may exist in
the next 20 years, and to describe how it
would work. Kyle, Courtney, and Olivia envi-
sioned a project called “The Sleep Doctor”.
This project creatively explores the four stages
of sleep, rapid eye movement, and the sleep
cycle. Using the innovative EEG Sleep Doctor
technology, Kyle, Courtney, and Olivia were
able to determine whether or not test subjects
were having a nightmare during the rapid eye
movement phase of the sleep cycle. Using the
wireless EEG technology the students would
be able to sense a subject’s nightmare, and
activate pre-programmed soothing sounds and
smells to successfully restore feelings of safe-
ty and to generate a good night's sleep. Kyle,
Courtney, and Olivia have been working tire-
lessly on this project since October of last
year, and their efforts are quite evident by the
outstanding final product.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you urge my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the out-
standing achievements of Kyle Plum, Courtney
Dunar, and Olivia Litsey, and applaud the suc-
cess of their educational endeavors and inno-
vative technological ideas.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JEAN BIONDO
HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 3, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege
to rise today to pay tribute to Jean Biondo and
thank her for her leadership and contributions
to Colorado as District Manager of the Grand
Junction Social Security Office. The level of in-
tegrity and honesty that she has brought to
the Department of Social Security throughout
her thirty-eight years of service are truly out-
standing. As Jean celebrates her retirement,
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let it be known that the citizens of Colorado
and | are eternally grateful for the outstanding
service she has given to countless citizens
over the years.

Jean began working for the government in
Pittsburg, Kansas, and was later transferred to
the social security office in St Joseph, Mis-
souri. In April of 2000 she was offered the job
of District Manager of the Colorado Social Se-
curity branch that covers the Grand Junction
area. During her time as district manager, her
leadership has helped create an efficient dis-
trict operation for serving the people of South-
west Colorado.

Jean has also been an active member of
her community, dedicating her efforts to nu-
merous civic organizations. She has been in-
volved in Altrusa, an international association
of professional women and men who volunteer
their energies and expertise in projects dedi-
cated to community betterment. This year
Jean was the Treasurer and played an integral
role in organizing their Cancer Walk. She is
very involved in her church where she teaches
Sunday School and helps with youth groups.
Jean’s newest hobby is golf, and one | hope
she has a lot of time for in the coming months
and years.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that Jean Biondo
has been an invaluable resource for the State
of Colorado and to our Social Security system.
Her hard work and selfless dedication to her
job was extraordinary and is worthy of ac-
knowledgment before this body of Congress
and this nation. Thanks, Jean, for all your hard
work, and | wish you and your husband, Mike,
all the best in your well-deserved retirement.

———

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. CHARLES F. BASS

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. BASS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor Mas-
ter Sergeant Richard Lee Ferguson of
Conway, New Hampshire. He bravely served
the Army’s 10th Special Forces Group sup-
porting Operation Iragi Freedom. Master Sgt.
Ferguson made the ultimate sacrifice to pro-
tect his country and aid the Iraqgi people when
the military vehicle he was riding in tragically
rolled over in Somara, Iraq on March 30,
2004.
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| ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
Master Sergeant Richard Lee Ferguson and
our other servicemen and women who have
courageously given their own lives in order to
protect and defend the democracy we enjoy in
America and to extend the freedoms that
come with democracy to those who live in fear
and oppression worldwide.

———

FALLEN HEROES

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of a brave young Army Ranger who
died Thursday, April 3, 2003, due to a suicide
car-bomber at a checkpoint northwest of
Baghdad. United States Army Specialist Ryan
P. Long was a proud Ranger who gave his
life, along with two of his fellow soldiers, help-
ing the Third Battalion of the Seventy-fifth
Ranger Regiment operate a checkpoint out-
side of Baghdad.

At only twenty one-years of age, Ryan was
an inspirational young Delawarean who grad-
uated from Seafood High School in June of
1999, where he had been vice commander of
the Naval Junior ROTC program. Ryan joined
the Army and became an Army Ranger, where
he was part of an elite group chosen to carry
out special missions. He was stationed in Fort
Benning, Georgia and was deployed twice to
Afghanistan before his service in Iraq, where
he continued the noble fight against terror.

Ryan was a patriotic American who enjoyed
soccer, golf, snowboarding, and motorcycles.
Ryan was a fourth generation soldier, his fa-
ther is retired Major Rudolf “Rudy” Long.
Ryan followed in his family’s tradition and
chose to serve his country. He will be deeply
missed by his parents, Rudy and Donna, and
brother, his friends, teachers, and fellow sol-
diers.

Mr. Speaker, it is my sincere privilege to
honor the life of a proud Ranger and heroic
representative of the State of Delaware. Army
Specialist Ryan P. Long deserves our grati-
tude and respect.
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